
 

  

2012 Annual Ministry Report  
 Meeting Agenda……………………………………………………1 

 Senior Pastor’s Report……………………………………………...2-3 

 Elder Chairman’s Report…………………………………………..3 

 Worship Report………………………………………………………4 

 Nominating Committee…………………………………………...5 

 Clerk’s Report………………………………………………………..5 

 Property Team………………………………………………………6 

 Outreach Ministry…………………………...……………………...6-8 

  Global………………………..……………………………….6 

  Local……………………………………………..…………...7 

  Assimilation…………………………………………………..8 

  Benevolence………………………………………………..8 

 Discipleship Ministry………………………………………………..9-13 

  Sr. High Crossroads…………………………………………9-10 

  Jr. High Breakaway………………………………………...10 

  Kidz Connection 1 & 2……………………………………..11 

  Kidz Connection 3………………………………………….12 

  Vacation Bible School……………………………………..13 

 L.I.F.E. Communities………………………………………………...14-15 

  Kataluma……………………………………………………..14 

  Genesis………………………………………………………..14 

  Catalyst……………………………………………………….15 

  Haven………………………………………………………....15 

  Saints Alive........................................................................15 

   

 



 

  

January 29, 2012 

Annual Business Meeting 

Agenda 

1. Introductory Comments  Jim Sheckler²Board Chair 

2. Commissioning of Elders  Pastor Nate 

3. Senior Pastor­s Report  Pastor Nate 

4. Prayer as a Church Family 

5. 2011 Financial Review  Tom Lampen 

6. 2012 Budget Projections  Tom Lampen 

7. 2012 Considerations  Pastor Nate 

8. Identification & Clarification Pastor Ben 

9. Congregational Vote  Jim Sheckler                     

-Use of Parsonage for Staffing           

-2012 Budget 

10.  Closing Thoughts & Prayer Pastor Nate 
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My first Annual Report as your Senior Pastor, how wonderfully great is that!  I love Sparta Baptist Church 

and am privileged to write this report as an introduction to our 2011 Annual Report.  Though I am in my 

15th year on staff at SBC, I am in my first year as your Senior Pastor.  The pages ahead will give you 

snapshots of this past year.  We hope that it captures the essence of the things God has been doing in 

our church family much like a family photo album offers your individual families.  May you delight in what 

God has been doing and may it also encourage you as we look toward the future of SBC.   

However, there is much in our lives that can­t be     

captured in images.  In the past year members of our 

church have grieved the loss of loved ones, faced     

conflict and adversity, and struggled with financial 

hardships, health problems, and heartache.  Yet these 

are often the moments in which we most profoundly 

experience Christ­s redemptive power and love.  As we 

have done life together over the years and particularly 

in 2011, your personal stories of heartache and triumph, 

challenges and victories, obstacles and blessings      

continue to be a constant source of encouragement 

and inspiration to us your faith family.   

This past year marked our 155th year of ministry in the Sparta community.  2011 will be remembered as a 

year of change.  After 12 years of effective ministry as our pastor, Bruce Kalish changed his ministry   

focus from local church ministry to a new role as a hospital chaplain.  I had the privilege to make a 

change from serving as your Family Pastor to now as your Senior Pastor.  As a result of these changes 

Pastor Ben, Steve Lister, and Ryan Ruth have all been asked to change their level of responsibility and 

leadership roles.  We have also changed the structure in our church office with Michelle Sikora and Darcy 

Sullivan now sharing the work load together.  Change is never easy but also offers great opportunity and 

we pray these changes will offer SBC a stability that God will use to     

continue to advance his Kingdom in and through us in the years to come. 

We are a church family who believes that we are radically loved by God, so 
we strive to be a church where people can experience that love given 
through us, His people.  We are passionate about becoming a church that 
connects with individuals wherever they are on their journey of faith.   We 

are Jesus followers, who have trusted in Him as our Savior and Lord.  We 
believe in Him, His life, His mission, His message, His forgiveness and the 
new life that He gives.  We believe that the Gospel changes everything.  As 
we are changed through the power of the Spirit of God we become ever 
more committed to helping others realize the transformational power of 
the gospel.  As we become more fully devoted followers of Jesus we are 
better equipped to live out the core realities of our church:  Living Faith, 
Giving Love, and Sharing Hope.  We will begin 2012 by considering what 
we are made of as we live out these three realities more effectively and 
fervently. 
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We find ourselves in the exciting position of being a multi-generational church.  Though this is exactly what 

we want to be, it comes with great benefits and some challenges.  There is a great need for ongoing     

discipleship and biblical training for those who are new to the faith.  We must renew our focus on          

discipleship going forward.  We also must grow in our commitment and opportunities to bridge the gap 

and build life giving connections between the different generations present in our body.  I pray you see 

tangible evidence of these things in 2012. 

As we have for more than the last century and a half, we will continue to commit ourselves to the mission 

of making more fully committed followers of Jesus and being better equipped to be radical lovers of     

people and followers of Christ ourselves.  It is exciting to be part of a vibrant church with a long history of 

faith.  It is clear that God is entrusting us to provide a spiritual anchor for all people throughout the Sparta 

area to join together in shared and mutual surrender to Christ.   

As you read through the reports to follow and reflect back on this past year, I pray that you will be         

encouraged as you celebrate with me what God has accomplished already.  May they also be a catalyst of 

great anticipation as we chase God­s future for our church with a spirit of excitement and adventure.  As 

we do, my prayer is that we will continue to ask ®what­s next, God?¯ and follow that with a ®here I am, 

send me.¯  I can­t wait to write our next chapter together as we live out God­s Story for us as a church 

family.   
 

All for Him,   

Pastor Nate 

Senior Pastor’s Report  
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Dear Church Family, 

Well, by most markers, 2011 was a fairly difficult year for us. We walked through some gut wrenching 

changes and saw the normal 25 elder meetings per year probably land much closer to 50. However, I 

believe going through these difficulties has been a good exercise for us. It has given us the opportunity to 

see God at work first hand, and that is how our faith is grown.   

This year, unlike most, saw the need for a search committee to be formed.  It was a situation none of us 

would have chosen, and yet,  as search committee chairman, Vernon Cumings, worked with the team² 

many much younger than himself²I saw God bring unity, break down some generational barriers that  

existed, and give clear directional peace.  With the quick and unanimous nomination of Pastor Nate,     

followed by a congregational vote that exceeded 95%, it was easy to see God­s guidance and provision. 

Now, we are pleased to welcome some new elders to our team: Ryan George, Matt Carpenter, and Jason 

Bowers, as well as a new board chairman, Jim Sheckler. We eagerly step into 2012 with new leadership 

and renewed enthusiasm. Thank you all for your prayerful support this past year, and please, if you want 

to see how prayer changes things, come join us the second Monday night of each month as we spend 

time lifting up the needs of our congregation. All are welcome; you don­t need to be sick to come! 

Brent Lister 

2011 Elder Board Chairman 
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I have had the awesome privilege of leading an incredibly talented and dedicated team all year long. I am 
grateful to them for their   commitment to what God is doing here at SBC and their willingness to bring 
their talent to the table. I am especially grateful to Char Dubridge for her continued assistance in planning 
both the 9am and the 11am gatherings, to Jackie Freeman for her sure handed leadership of the choir 
ministry, to Peggy Odren who faithfully serves in our performance music ministry, and to our 9am       
musicians who continue to foster an environment of worship in that service.  

 

I would also like to make mention of our technical team   
consisting of Brent Lister, Dave Rosekopf, and Naomi     
Shangle. They continue to sacrifice weekly to make our    
worship experiences at SBC possible. Thank you. 

 

Pray for us this year. Pray that we may all continue to seek 
worship in our own lives so that we may have a proper    
focus. Pray that we continue to seek creative and innovative         
excellence in providing a weekly environment where people 
can encounter and respond to God. Thank you for your        
support and may God bless SBC in 2012. 

 

Steven Lister 

Director of Middle School Ministries and Creative Arts 
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This year­s Nominating Committee consisted of Kari Montgomery, Heidi Kutzli, Carol Boros, and Ben  
Taylor.  They met on June 15, 22, and July 6 to nominate 10 men to the Elders for them to                    
consider as Elder candidates.  The Elders approved these 9 names and added one additional name.   

 

Ben Taylor began contacting these men to see if they would consider Elder candidacy.  The following 
men said yes:  Jason Bowers, Matt Carpenter, and Ryan George.  In November­s Business meeting, these 
3 men were placed on a ballot for congregational vote.  All 3 men were voted in and are now                   
Elders. Thank you to those who served this team well in 2011.   

 

Sincerely, 

Ben Taylor for The Nominating Committee  
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Clerk­s Report 

January-December 2011 

 

New Members:     Deaths: 

Duane & Tracy Beduhn         Maxine Cumings 

Justin & Bethany Kohn   Sid Tuinstra 

Paul & Jody Koutz  

Dan Lampen        Baptized:   

Mark & Becky O­Reilly    Justin Bennett 

Christopher Savage         Rachel Carpenter  

Kailey Sawyer       Mary Odren 

Aaron Sheckler               Christopher Savage 

Tim & Rachel Stremlow    Tim Stremlow 

Dave & Amanda Thomas       Tamarra Thomas 

Michelle Vandenberg    Morgan Tidey 

                 Jonathan Tuinstra 

Births:                 Gabriel Wagner 

Jeremiah Burman 

Serenity Collins 

Caleb Freeman           

Miles Kohn 

 
Membership:  169  



 

  

Once again it has been a joy coordinating the volunteers that help around the building. This year, thanks 

to a gift from the Braford family, we­ve enjoyed some improvements our regular budget didn­t have to 

afford. We received a new entry door, some equipment for our auditorium, and new emergency lighting in 

the basement. This past summer Kelly Carlson put a much needed new roof on our main entry air lock, 

and Mike Braford and Dave Rosekopf also added some floor tile in a few areas and have greatly         

improved our look. 

Overall, it­s been a good year for our building, and it was punctuated this past Christmas with beautiful 

design and decoration by Linda and Jim Stellema, Carol Boros, and Doris Jean Graham.  

We are blessed to have so many volunteer helpers, the few I­ve mentioned, along with many I couldn­t 

take time to enumerate. I wish to thank all of you along with our regular custodians, Sid and Ray Ogg and 

Sue Miller for your acts of service and most of all your servant hearts.  

Brent Lister 

Property Chairman   

The Global Outreach ministry supported 10 families from around the globe in 2011.  During this year,    
Carson Fremont moved into ¬official­ retirement, Dick and Lori Greenman continued their transition to the 
Spanish American Mission, and the DeJongs were able to return to Albania.   
SBC took on another missionary family in 2011:  Rob and Hope Olden.  Hope is Carl Tegeler­s            
granddaughter, and the Oldens are serving as Camp Directors at Southern Highland Evangel.  We are    
excited to partner with Rob and Hope because we know their hearts for the camping ministry.  
This fall, SBC conducted a Global Outreach focus month.  We highlighted one missionary family per week, 
and asked our congregation to consider giving to 
Global Missions.  Here are some of the highlights: 
 -The Bruckners and Oldens witnessed over 25    
  children commit their lives to Christ.   
 -Tim and Joan Cumings baptized several from 
  their church. 
 -One of Dave and Nancy Greenman­s former 
  campers is now a missionary. 
 -Marty and Denise Shaw are training Filipinos 
  to go into Pakistan and preach the gospel. 
 -Albania is more open to the gospel than ever 
  before.   
It is exciting to partner with these missionary families 
to build God­s kingdom here and around the world.     
 
Pastor Ben Taylor 

Property Report  

Outreach Ministry —Global Report  
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2011 was another action-packed year for our 
Local Outreach ministry at Sparta Baptist 
Church.  Thanks to financial help from the       
Rotary Club (and other local businesses), we 
were able to receive a 10,000 lb. food truck 
every month from Feeding America!  Sparta 
Baptist volunteers teamed up with Rotary and 
others in the community to help people fill their 
boxes with food.  Each food give-away saw an 
average of 110 families come to the SBC parking 
lot to receive free food.  The lowest attended 
month was in November, as it rained the entire 
time.  Despite the downpour, we were still able 
to serve 90 families.  Interestingly, the highest 
attendance was December because of the warm temperatures.  During this month, 135 families came to 
our parking lot and the food line extended all the way to the blue bus!     
This year our church had about 21 different people volunteer for this ministry (average of 8 volunteers 
from SBC per truck).  During each food distribution our volunteers were able to fellowship with the      
attendees, help them get around the truck with their boxes and to their vehicles, and distribute            
information about our church.  We have seen several people come to Sparta Baptist because of these 
food distributions. 
Sparta Baptist also took part in the annual Town and Country Days in 2011.  Again, we were able to help 
the community in the Apple Race, Parade and other activities.  Our church took advantage of another 
sunny day this year.  We set up tables in the parking lot, passed out free hot dogs (over 1,100) and      
refreshments, and provided the community with music as they waited for the parade.     
Sparta Baptist partnered with Sparta United Methodist Church for this year­s Trunk ¬R Treat.  Since we 
had use of both parking lots, we were able to increase the size of our serving area.  Several families from 
both churches decorated their vehicles, dressed up in costumes, and passed out candy from their trunks.     
Many people from our community brought their families to our parking lot to receive free candy, hot dogs 
and refreshments, and to hear music.  The evidence that many people came to our parking lot and 
stayed to fellowship is the following: we served over 1500 hot dogs!  We also had a Jungle-Gym play    
area for kids and a trunk decorating contest.  Thanks to all those in our church who participated in this 
year­s event.  A special thank you goes out to Arlene Hill, who donated many gallons of Apple cider from 
Hill Brothers.     
Sparta Baptist did not host its own basketball league in 2011.  Instead, we took part in the North Kent 
Basketball League on Monday nights.  We were one of 8 teams that participated in this league, placing 
2nd this year.  Beginning in November, SBC also ran open gym night on Tuesdays.    
Sparta Baptist had a very successful season on the softball diamond.  We had 2 Men­s teams again in 
2011 with 16 teams in our league, along with our Lady Ligers Softball team playing in a league at        
Cornerstone University.  The Young Guys team made it to the championship game and lost to Grace 
Evangelical Free Church.  The Lady Ligers also played in the championships taking second place in the 
league. The leadership of SBC­s softball teams desire to create an environment of fellowship for church 
attendees as well as an outreach for people not from our church.      
The final outreach program in which Sparta Baptist participated in 2011 was in the Middle School. Several 
volunteers at Sparta Baptist signed up to mentor a child for one hour per week at the Middle School.  I 
have continued to receive very positive reports about the impact that just one hour per week has on   
these children.  More volunteers are needed!   
 
Pastor Ben Taylor 
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Assimilation 2011 ± ®Greeters with a Purpose¯ 

This has been a good year for us. Our great team has done a faithful 
job of welcoming our new visitors in 2011. Several have remarked 
about how friendly we made them feel. Thank you all.  

Beginning in 2012 our Assimilation Committee will be called the    
Hospitality and Engagement Committee.  We have ambitious goals 
and you can get involved. 

We­d like more greeters who can mingle in the foyer and chat with 
the visitors. Also, EVERYONE needs to have their radar out for new 
people and intentionally make them feel at home.  

 

     We will be adding Visitor Parking signs to help our newcomers be able to park near the doors.  

We are making coffee available in the foyer. 

We want to have large signs available to help people find where activities are.  

We will be having a social time after the second service in the Library -- so newcomers can meet with 
our pastors, elders and greeters, and be encouraged to join our Life groups and consider        
membership class.  

Let­s make 2012 a great year of welcoming many more to SBC! 
 

Irv Lister 

Outreach Ministry —Assimilation Report  
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In 2011 the Elder­s Fund, commonly called the Benevolent Fund, was 
able to help over 19 families facing various hardships. Thanks to the 
special offering taken on the first Sunday of every month by our 
congregation, these hurting people were able to experience the love 
of Christ that our church freely shares in very tangible ways. Some 
were assisted in paying their rent, holding off foreclosure, or     
avoiding shut-off notices on utilities. We assisted others whose    
insurance fell short of what they needed for marital or crisis      
counseling.  We gave others vouchers for gas and gift certificates to 
Family Fare.  Due to the continuing poor economic conditions in 
Michigan, we used our Benevolent Ministry to help those in our own 
congregation in even more significant ways than we have to date.  
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Benevolent fund in 
2011.  Our giving to this fund in 2010 was $5,730.  In 2011 it was 
approximately $9,500.  What an increase!   

We will continue to use the resources God has given us to give to 
those in need in our church and our community.  The goal of the     
Benevolent fund is to show Christ­s love to others by sharing our 
resources. Thank you to all our parishioners who make serving at SBC very enjoyable.  I look forward to 
2012!     

  
Pastor Ben Taylor 

Outreach Ministry —Benevolence Report  



 

  

During this past year the CROSSROADS ministry has 

seen growth not only numerically, but spiritually as well.  

As the Director of this ministry, to see this all happen is 

extremely exciting and humbling.  To give you a bigger 

picture of where I saw spiritual growth, I will have to 

take you back to the mission trip we had this past   

summer to Church on the Street Ministries in Atlanta, 

Georgia.    

To give you a little background, the mission trip to     

Atlanta, Georgia with Church on the Street Ministries is 

the most difficult mission trip that we take at the high school level here at SBC.  It is a trip where        

students are trained in the theology of poverty and what it means to come along side the most           

vulnerable of our society on the streets of Atlanta; with the hope and purpose that the students will take 

this training back home with them.   

Now to the actual trip itself!  With 26 staff and students in tow we left Sparta, Michigan at 5am on a 

Sunday morning, and after a long 12 hour road trip we found ourselves at Camp Evangel to spend the 

night before we made the final 6 hour trek to Atlanta where we checked into the only zero star hotel in 

the city.  The training began shortly after we arrived and we were on the streets the next day.  We found 

ourselves doing multiple service projects within the city, helping out such organizations as: The Shelter, 

where we cleaned a multitude of mattresses where many of the less fortunate slept.  Outside of the    

service projects the main focus was on the students and staff walking the streets and becoming friends 

with those around them.  This was difficult at first for many on the team but as the week progressed I 

was able to stand back and watch the students step outside themselves as they started to realize the 

real purpose of the mission trip, becoming friends with the less fortunate and recognizing that this life 

God has given them isn­t truly about them.   

Now to what we do on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.  At the beginning of the 2011 calendar 

year we kicked off our CROSSROADS ministry with a discussion on healthy versus pathetic relationships 

and followed that up with a series on small sex versus big sex, helping the students discover what God 

truly wants for them within the context of relationships versus society­s pressures and standards.  After 

these two series we wrapped up our CROSSROADS program at the beginning of June dealing with    

questions that the students had about their faith.  After the 

summer months, which included a    bon-fire, the mission trip, 

and a trip to Grand   Haven for the day, we kicked CROSS-

ROADS back off in the month of October with the series 

LOVING WELL, with the hope that students would discover 

the love God has for them and therefore the love they need 

to extend to those around them.  This was followed by the 

series COURAGE where we discussed what it means to     

develop character and stand strong in our faith.   

Discipleship Ministry  
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2011 was a great year for Breakaway. We revamped our teaching and small group styles into a format 
that is designed to best reach our kids. And as always, I am blown away by the commitment that our    
volunteer staff has shown on a week by week basis. For fear of leaving anyone out, I will not name them 
all here. I will, however, say this: Thank you. You are all amazing and this ministry would be nowhere    
without your willingness to allow God to work 
through you each week to reach these kids. 

 

Continue to keep us in prayer as we continue our 
school year in 2012. Pray that the kids will begin to 
understand who God is, who they are in Christ, and 
just how they can effectively live their faith in     
hostile surroundings. Pray that our staff stay      
focused and energized, and that our mission stay 
firm. It is our desire that God will continue to use 
this ministry in powerful ways in the future. Thank 
you for your support. 

 

Steven Lister 

Director of Middle School Ministries and Creative Arts 

Discipleship Ministry  
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On Sunday mornings, during the 10 o­clock hour, we run a program called Sunday Impact.  During the 

spring and winter of 2011 Pastor Nate led the junior high students through the book of James and as we 

transitioned from that series both the senior and junior high students went through the series           

FOUNDATIONS where they discovered the depth and meaning of our faith while covering the subjects of: 

the church, the second coming, the Holy Spirit, creation, God, the Bible, Jesus, salvation, sanctification, 

eternity, and good versus evil.  Heading into this past fall both the junior and senior high students stayed 

together and studied the beatitudes.  In looking forward through 2012 we have kicked-off a new series 

called BODY PARTS, where we­re studying Romans 12 and discovering the gifts that God has uniquely 

given each of us.   

As always, this ministry wouldn­t be possible if it wasn­t for the leaders involved.  They are able to reach 

students in ways that I am not, and they also bring a unique dynamic to the ministry that allows it to 

thrive.  I would also like to thank Steve Lister, the Pastoral Staff, and the congregation for all of the     

support that you give this ministry.  Lastly, to the students of this ministry, it is a pleasure serving you as 

you continue to walk with Christ and learn just what that means. 

God Bless, 

Ryan Ruth 

Senior High Youth Director   



 

  

This past year was an exciting and eventful one in our KCI and KCII 

programs.  During the KCI and KCII hours, your children learned about 

God­s faithfulness through the lives of Adam and Eve, Noah, Moses 

and the Israelites, David, Jesus, Paul, and more.  Your children also 

worked on learning the books of the Bible and the 2nd-5th grade     

children studied and learned core Biblical truths. 

In October, many of our children and their families traveled together 

to Klackle Orchards for a beautiful afternoon of fun and fellowship.  

We picked apples and pumpkins, had donuts and cider, and even 

braved the corn maze!  It was a wonderful time of togetherness; 

thanks to all who came! 

We ended 2011 with a wonderful children­s Christmas program which 

was organized and led by Morgan Tidey with the help of her mother, 

Kim, and grandmother, Nancy, on the piano.  I would like to extend 

many thanks to Morgan, Kim and Nancy who put significant amounts of time, energy and passion into 

this program.  The children loved it and I think it­s safe to say the congregation did too! 

In lieu of trying to compile a list of all who have 

served in KCI or KCII in 2011 (and inevitably omit 

someone­s name), I would like to extend my 

gratitude to everyone who has been a part of 

our children­s ministry over the past year.  I am 

so grateful for your willingness to serve and 

count it a real joy to work with you.  Here­s to a 

spectacular and God-honoring 2012! 

 

Kelly Bowers  

for the Children­s Ministry Team 

Discipleship Ministry  
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It is late afternoon on a Wednesday at Sparta Baptist Church. The gym is filling with the sound of voices, 
laughter, balls bouncing and children excited to be together at church. Soon the bus arrives at church 
bringing kids that would otherwise be unable to participate in the important events of the evening.  As 
you walk through the auditorium and the hallways downstairs you will hear music and see adults         
welcoming children to a safe place where they can be children, be loved and learn about the love of our 
gracious Heavenly Father. For some of the children, this may be the only smile or hug they may get in 
their week.  As you continue to walk through the building throughout the evening you will encounter peo-
ple of all ages fellowshipping and worshipping together.   

This provides a general description of the energetic atmosphere that defines the KC3 ministry due to 
fantastic staff that continually demonstrates an unquenchable love for kids in our community.  Each 
night requires a great team that works together to assure that the people and the details are addressed.  
Tyler Seibold continues in the MC position and begins each night with an activity and announcements.  
Morgan Tidey has joined us to lead music as the kids arrive with the assistance of Jonathon Tuinstra and 
Brienna Wagner. Sue Miller, Amie Temperle and Dan Kutzli have graciously ridden the bus every night for 
pick up and drop off.  Rich Templerle has taken classes for his CDL and drives with Pastor Nate Wagner 
or Irv Lister to pick up and drop off the kids.  This filled a huge void in our ministry.  Dora Rainey and  
Aplyn Schmitz make homemade cookies every week for all of the kids, leaders and for the Jr. High kids.  
Not even Dora­s hand surgery has stopped her from continuing to provide this blessing for us.  Jim    
Tuinstra and Tyler Seibold partner to lead games for the kids in the gym which continues to be the      
favorite of all.  Brent Lister continues to excel in his position of the community relations advocate and 
behavioral specialist working with all the groups to assure that everyone has a good and safe time while 
attending. Sue Miller holds a dual role in that she assists with administrative work and leads crafts on the 
weeks that this is scheduled. Holli Young has added an increased level of organization to the administra-
tion of the evening.  Her record keeping skills and encouragement for attendance are much appreciated. 
Kay Noom and Sally Carter provide nursery services for the children of our staff.  Michelle Sikora does a 
great job of formatting and assembling the materials for the leaders for the small groups each night. 

This year we have added an emphasis to scripture memorization. We are working with the kids to    
memorize verses and passages. We feel this discipline is so important for the kids to allow them to hide 
the word in their hearts (Psalm 119:11) so they may make good choices in life. We average 45-55 kids on 
a given Wednesday night. The kids are divided into eight different small groups led by Nancy Tidey, Sue 
Lampen, Alana Tuinstra, Teddy King, Kelly Urban, Tino Castillo, Chelsea Seibold, Jen Becker, Will      
Emmorey, Dan Kutzli, Tara Emmorey, Becky O­Reilly. Kelly Bowers, Mark O-Reilly and Darcy Sullivan have 
also subbed in as group leaders and in the nursery. The kids sit with their leaders during the opening and 
teaching time. The first half of the year we focused on the ®bold and the brainless¯ and making good   
decisions by telling Bible stories of those who made both good and bad decisions. The second half of the 
year we will be doing a series on Living the Adventure. The kids are then released to games/craft and/
or small group time. In small group time they review discussion questions related to the lesson and do 
their memory verses. 

KC3 will continue to meet though March.  I appreciate all of the support that we have received including 
prayers, donation of money and time.  I truly enjoy every minute working with such great staff and look 
forward to the new year!  It is a pleasure and blessing to serve in this way! 

 

Karla Wagner, 

for the Children­s Ministry Team 

Discipleship Ministry  
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Inside Out and Upside Down on Main Street- Where 
Jesus makes a difference everyday! was the theme 
of VBS this year.  The ®Words on the Street¯ for the 
week where: Gratitude, Forgiveness, Grace,        
Faithfulness and Compassion.  We incorporated 
everyday items like Band-Aids and gift bows to    
illustrate and remind everyone of the Compassion 
God wants us to extend to others and the gift of 
Grace that is freely given to all of us. We had a 
mascot this past year: Cooper the dog.  He enjoyed 
encouraging the kids and the staff. I hear he is    
excited to come back this summer. 
 
This year the children were able to show God­s love 
by bringing personal care items and socks for the 

Mission Trip to Atlanta where our Senior High Group and their leaders went to work with Church on the 
Street. Most importantly, children were led to Christ! Seeds were planted in these young hearts.  
 
I was amazed to watch God reveal himself     
during the week of VBS.  As well as everything 
he did leading up to VBS. God always meets the 
needs of his people. Our heavenly Father blessed 
us with people who have various talents and 
abilities. VBS was successful because of HIM and 
people willing to allow God to use them for His 
glory. It is a pleasure to work alongside ALL who 
helped pull VBS 2011 together. VBS would not be 
possible without you. 
 
Thank you so much for your time, prayers,     
talents and financial gifts. The children and their 
parents will remember your kindness and       
generosity.  
 
 
Annette Vandenberg 
for the Children­s Ministry Team 

Discipleship Ministry —Vacation Bible School  
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The heart of SBC is beating strongly as we head into 2012 and this is incredibly evident in our Genesis 
ministry. Over the past year, we have seen growth in numbers and growth in spiritual maturity. We have 
elders, worship team members, youth leaders, and countless other volunteer staffers represented in this 
life community. Clearly, God has been doing some awesome things with these people.  

 

On behalf of the group, I­d like to extend special thanks to those who volunteer to help with childcare 
during our meetings. Your service in this area is greatly appreciated. Also, 2011 saw Paul Koutz and    
Bryan Johnston lead the group in discussion and they did a fantastic job, so a special thanks to them as 
well. 

 

Continue to keep this group in your prayers. We are excited to see what God has in store for us in 2012 
as we continue to dig deeper in his Word.  

 

Steven Lister 

Director of Middle School Ministries and Creative Arts 

Kataluma resumed its regular meetings in September of 2011.  For the third year in a row, we met at 
Tom and Sue Lampen­s home on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.  Each meeting is structured as 
follows: fellowship time, eating Sue­s wonderful cooking, and having a group discussion on a relevant   
topic. 
So far this year Kataluma has seen an average attendance of about 13 people per meeting, ages 18-
24.  The leadership has successfully transitioned a few Kataluma attendees into Genesis and several   
recent high school graduates into Kataluma.  We will soon be reaching out to current high school seniors 
to invite them into the group.  We also desire to set up activities outside of the regular group meetings in 
2012.   
In 2011, Kataluma­s facilitators were Ben and Jo Taylor and Tom and Sue Lampen.  Kataluma­s leadership 
desires to create a safe environment where young people learn how to apply the Bible to real-life issues 
they are facing.     
 
Pastor Ben Taylor 
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Our Haven community consists of people in their mid-forties and up.  Last Spring we finished up a series 

led by Pastor Bruce titled, "Seasoned Lives - Seeing God in the Seasons of Our Life."   

We meet twice monthly (2nd and 4th Sunday) from 5: 30 to 7:30 pm for potluck, fellowship, Bible study 

(which is coordinated with the sermon that particular week ), and prayer. 

Once every two months, we lead a service for the people at Meadowlark from 5:45 to 6:45 pm, followed 

by many of us gathering at McDonald's for refreshments and fellowship.   

If you are in this age group and are looking to join a community group then please come check us out.   

Join us at 5: 30 pm in the library. 

Jim Sheckler 

                                                                        

   

This year our catalyst group migrated back to our home. We­ve enjoyed hosting the 30 + year olds as we 

respond to the ups and downs of family life.  We meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month from 1 to 

3pm.  

Come join us 

Brent Lister 
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The 2011 version of Saints Alive included three over-and-above activities in 2011: 

A springtime video of modern day folks traveling in 19th 
century covered wagons, seeing whether they were as 
hearty as their great-great grand folks. Some were, 
some weren­t. We enjoyed seeing 1880 means of     
operation running into 21st century ®pioneers¯- very   
entertaining.  

With Peggy Odren­s organizational and persuasive skills, we 
again had a Sunday night summer hymn-sing, provided 
some special music, had refreshments thrown in, and 
invited the whole church. A good time had by all! 

September found us bringing in baby pictures of ourselves 
(tintypes were allowable), then trying to guess ®Who­s Who.¯ Some likenesses were striking and 
some mystery photos never did reveal who­s who without help from the subjects themselves. 

Our goal is to honor God in all that we do, to make Him known, and to finish strong! 

Larry Carter  

 


